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DEAR BRANCH MEMBERS

Twenty seven members attended the AGM on
the 20" of October. | had the honour to chair
this meeting as our chairman, Neil Merrick, is
on holiday in the USA. In his Chairman’s
statement he apologized for stepping down as
chairman due to a “pretty horrendous year”
He needed a “time out” to recover.
Fortunately Neil's health has improved and he
will stay as vice chairman. He will also
continue as one of our article scribes. We
thank Neil for all the contributions he has
given in the past to keep the Utrecht Branch
an attractive community and appreciate his
intention to continue to support the Branch.

Consequently a new chairman had to be
elected. | had the honour to be invited to be
that chairman. Therefore our secretary Irene
Kleyn asked the meeting for approval and got
a unanimous positive response (thank you
dear members for your support). As your new
chairman and in good cooperation with all
committee members, | will do my very best to
keep the branch healthy and attractive. Of
course, this can only be achieved with your
help. You, the 67 members, are the body of
the branch, we need your support. In these
days all types of societies are confronted with
a reducing number of members.

GNE

One of our primary actions will be to extend
the number of members. Attached to the last
Bulletin, you received a flyer with the
programme information for this 2006-2007
season. Please use this flyer to draw the
attention of your friends, visitors of the local
library, bookshop or supermarket to the
activities of GNE. Also our web-site can be
used to get more information, seavw.gne-
utrecht.nl.

Our member John de Wit, will give a lecture
on 17" November “Why didn’t Rembrandt
become another Rubens”. Rather than
Rembrandt himself John will give us the
answer. This is the second lecture this season
presented by one of our members (Paul
Franssen gave a lecture in September). It is
always a pleasure to have also “local
presentations” and it supports one of our goals
to increase the contact between members.

Another opportunity for this goal will be the
Christmas Party on f¥December. Sabine

van Sprang will entertain us with a Harp
Concert; there will also be a raffle and there
will be the Christmas buffet. | hope to see you
at the party.

Lastly, | invite you to give your opinion on

the functioning of the branch. What do you
like, what has to be improved or changed?
Please, if you have any comments, let us
know. Send a letter, email or a phone call and
we will take action.

My regards and | hope to see you at the next
event,

Herman Steeneken



FROM THE COMMITTEE

New members:

W'd like to extend a warm welcome to our
new members:

Mrs v.d. Duys, Zeist;

Mrs de Jonge, Huis ter Heide;

Mrs Henkus, Huis ter Heide.

Venue:

In case you wonder whether we have got a
new venue as well as a new Chairman: it's

only in the name. It's the same building, but
the parish has been rebaptized.

Rectification:

There was a small mistake on the membership
cards:

The February event will be MONDAY the
12", not on Tuesday 13

Another mistake was in the programme for

the new season which was included in the
No.1 issue of our Bulletin. The March event
with John Pilkington will not be on Tuesday
13", but onFRIDAY 30™.

Christmas Party:

As in previous years we shall be making a

small charge at the door for this evening:
3,50 for members; 7,50 for non-members.

Food and beverage suppliers free entrance.

COMING EVENTS: NOVEMBER
Friday 17th in the Noorderlicht Church at
8 p.m.

Why didn’t Rembrandt become
another Rubens?

A slide illustrated talk by the Rev. John de
Wit of the Holy Trinity Church in Utrecht,
who studied Art History before he became a
man of the cloth.

COMING EVENTS: DECEMBER

FRIDAY 15th in the Noorderlicht Church at 8
p.m.

Harp Concert by Sabine van Sprang
followed by our
Annual Christmas Party

Music is something Sabine, as the daughter of
a piano teacher, learned at her mother’s knee.
At the age of seven she started to go to the
Tilburgse Dans en Muziekschool to be taught
to play the harp. After finishing the

middelbare school Sabine went to Nijmegen
to study Spanish, at the same time continuing
her harp lessons with Erika Waardenburg at
the Conservatorium in Utrecht.

At present, Sabine combines teaching at
Taleninstituut Regina Coeli in Vught with
playing the harp at special occasions, such as
ours.

Following the concert everyone is invited to
our annual Christmas Party: to the famous
Christmas buffet with all the Christmas treats,
savoury and sweet, and to the Christmas
Raffle.

Janny Merrick is coordinating the event and
the refreshments. Members who would like to
contribute are invited to call Janny, 033-
2534473, or to talk with her at the meeting on
17th November.



RECENT EVENTS:

Friday 29" September 2006, 8.00 p.m.
in the Noorderlicht Church, Zeist.

Oscar Wilde: Dandy, Artist, Plagiarist?

The September speaker, our very own Dr Paul
Franssen, took the first plunge into the cold
waters of the new season, but it was not a
chilling experience, just the opposite in fact.
Historically, Oscar Wilde has always been a
somewhat enigmatic figure. In my own
youth, his plays were constantly performed,
by both amateur and professional companies.
But beyond that, little was known or said
about him — but, there were rumours, don’t
you know!

Then, Paul mentioned, for 50 years or so
Wilde and his works went into decline, went
out of fashion. Now, he is back in high
literary favour, as witness the many films and
television series recently made — The
Importance of Being Earnest, Lady
Windermere’s Fan, A Woman of No
Importance and An Ideal Husband, not to
mention the superb Stephen Fry portrayal of
Wilde in the semi-biographical film about his
life.

So what brought about this revival?

Paul explained that, firstly, it was because
society’s views, and indeed the laws, on
homosexuality had changed since Wilde was
imprisoned for being somewhat overly
boastful in admitting — publicly in court - his
own sexual bias. Additionally, the gay
community, possibly the more ‘intellectual’
part of it, has adopted him as a sort of
talisman, a fellow victim of prejudice, a
martyr even. Paul felt it was perhaps
unreasonable for Wilde to be used in this way,

he did after all admit to having homosexual
liaisons with underage boys.

But a third, and undeniably more important
reason for the revival, is due not to what
Wilde did and was, but to what he said and
wrote. His works were reevaluated and he is
now firmly placed in the foremost ranks of
post-modernists. His previously criticized
‘Oscarisms’ are now seen more as original
interpretations, to be used and developed in
his own subtle and unique style, and not as
plagiarized aphorisms. Paul handed out a list
of a few of them, and entertained us talking
about their origins. Perhaps one of the most
famous is the often quoted ‘Work is the curse
of the drinking classes’. By reversing the
words, Wilde was deliberately emphasizing
the idea that drunkenness was common to all
levels of society — the sort of barbed even
cynical remark that, albeit amusing, hardly
endeared him to his own upper class
contemporaries. This clever and pithy way of
attacking society through the spoken and
written word, which he was constantly doing,
clearly showed a man well ahead of his time.

The saying, a popular Bible misquote, that a
man should be judged by what he does and
not by what he is, was certainly true of Oscar
Wilde. Paul threw new light onto this
colourful character and gave us an insight into
how better to judge, to understand and enjoy,
not just the man, but his works. Thank you
Paul for a fantastic and informative talk, one
that got the audience - if not buzzing (you
could have heard the proverbial pin drop),
certainly stunned - and our season off to a
booming start.

NLM

RECENT EVENTS:
Friday 17th October in the Noorderlicht
Church at 8 p.m.

Anna Barrington Ward

- Llandaff Cathedral -

What a fascinating place this turned out to be.
Anna took us through a potted history of the
cathedral (that | must admit | had never heard



of before.) | listened with fascination to the
story of the dull and dim interior that has now
been changed to a light and bright scene
where great art works are displayed. Works
by the pre Raphaelite group, names like Dante
Gabriel Rossetti, William Morris, their wives,
lovers and colleagues, whose faces were used
as models, captured and immortalised in the
painting on the famous screen. We also were
told of the affairs of the group resulting in the
sad suicide of Lizzie Siddal the wife of
Rossetti.

We must thank the enlightened approach of
two clergymen Bishop Glynn Simon and

Dean Errol Thomas who, following very
extensive damage caused by a land mine in
the 29World War, in collaboration with
architect George Pace were responsible for
making the Cathedral what it is today.

They wanted the Cathedral to speak to the
“modern man”. The Lady Chapel was
redecorated and the Rossetti screen that had
been in a dark corner is now displayed there
among the inspired flower decorations of Sir
Stanley Spencer. The old and dark glass has
been replaced with new glass that now lets the
light flood in. However, the most impressive
change has been the addition of an amazing
sculpture by Sir Jacob Epstein, a very
controversial but brilliant artist, who was
approached and who produced the
“Magestous” or “Christ in Majesty”. Above
the central isle on an aesthetic arch, which
also houses the organ pipes designed by
George Pace, we find this sculpture as it were
levitating to heaven; it dominates and sets the
entire scene.

The Dutch connection with the Llandaff and
the St. Jan in ‘s Hertogenbosch was an
additional surprise. It is to commemorate a
battle fought during the liberation of the
Dutch City by the 58 Welsh Division
between the 28 and 27" of October 1944.
Memorials to this battle can be found in both
Cathedrals.

With such a rich and interesting history | can
now see why Anna, when she was about to
embark on a PHD over Henry Moore, decided
to change the subjeefter a visit to Llandaff
Cathedral.

Carol Brettschneider
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