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Members of the GNE Utrecht Branch,

Rain, strong winds, and a flood hitting Gloucestershire andiben@s valley dominated the holiday
season. Nevertheless we hope that you found a nice place tergtgyed your holidays, and are now in
the mood to look forward to the monthly GNE session of the easos.

The National Programme Committee(Gail Scarisbrick and Joop and Carol Brettschneidernagai
succeeded in contracting presenters with interesting talBsitaiin and English culture. They deserve
our appreciation for all the efforts in finding interesting peoplgive a series of talks for just
reimbursement of the travelling and lodging costs.

For February we have a special guest. Our Patron Lyn Pailkeisi our branch and will give a
presentation entitled “English Music — an illustrated mgstour”. Elsewhere in this bulletin you will
find the full 2007-2008 programme.

At the October meeting th®GM (Annual General Meeting) will be held prior to the talkvafl Davis.
We will then present the annual and financial reviews. Wealgb discuss future plans.

GNE will soon launch a new national website. The goal st one site for all branches. Therefore, the
general information on GNE is shared; additionally each braas its own page with specific branch
information (contact persons, branch programme, bulletins andsgplite address is
www.nederlandengeland.nl

Unfortunately we had to change our policy for the entrancéofdest timeintroducedvisitors. Similar
to regular visitors the fee will be5 per event.

We hope to welcome you again at our branch evenings.

My warmest regards,
Herman Steeneken

From the Committee

AGM 2007
You are cordially invited to attend the AGM on Friday Octhl&t7.30 p.m., preceding Val Davies’
lecture. The papers pertaining to this meeting are includédsiiBulletin.

NEW MEMBERS
We would like to express our warmest welcome to Mr & MnsaiRghi.




SHAKESPEARE et al.

lllyria Open Air Theatre at Landgoed Schovenhorst, Putten.

Much Ado about Nothing: Thurs 6 Sep 14.00 and 17.00 (introduction 13.00), Sat 8 Sep 22l (®ua 9
Sep 14.00.

Wind in the Willows: Fri 7 Sep 14.00 and 20.00 (introduction 13.00).

Full details are on the relevant websitesw.illyria.uk.com www.theenglishtheatre.nl
www.schovenhorst.nhnd via the VVV Putten, tel. 0341-351 777.

Shakespeare theatre, DievA&s You Like It. Translated\{/at Jullie Willen) but the company has
adhered to Shakespearean traditions by having male actorsgpllagiroles of the female heroines.
Arden'’s trees transferred to Diever - Sat 1, Wed 5, TBuFsi 7 and Sat 8 Sept 14.30 and 20.30.
www.shakespearetheatredieverTickets at the theatre and VVV Diever, tel. 0521-591748 orliné
0521-591167.

AATG, the English language theatre at The Hague, is propcetentTis Pity She’s a Whore(1633)
by John Ford in the Kleine Zaal van Het Theater aan het $ui,Oct 2007www.aatg.n)
www.theateraanhetspui.nl

COMING EVENTS:

SEPTEMBER, FRIDAY 21st in the Noorderlicht Church at 8.00 p.m.
THE BRITISH COUNCIL

An informative talk by the Director of the British Council

in the Netherland€$Ben Harris. For those of us who, like

me, have never had contact with the Council, have a quick
look at its websitevww.britishcouncil.org/netherlangdand

a few Tabs, e.g.: Opening Doors and Broadening Horizons
— its Facts and Figures. If you want to know more about its
many fields of interest, the long list of partners, its 6irye

of existence and the many famous people who have passed
through its doors, join us at this evening and meet Ben
Harris to learn all about this splendid institution, which, by
the way, is also one of the main supporters of the BBC-
GNE Young Writers and Public Speaking Awards.

Ben Harris, Director since June 2006, has worked for the
British Council for nearly 20 years in a variety of
capacities. He started as a teacher in Kuala Lumpur, the
worked in management in teaching centres in Hungary,
China and Brunei before taking over as Director, Brunei in
1999. After returning to the UK he worked in a number of
Departments. “I'm delighted to have the opportunity to join
the team in Amsterdam, and look forward to working on
exciting and stimulating events and activities over the next
three years”.
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OCTOBER, Friday 12th in the Noorderlicht Church at 7.30 p.m.

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2007 , followed at 8.00 o’clock by

FROM CRADLE TO THE GRAVE: THE ENGLISH
EDUCATION SYSTEM

A slide illustrated talk byal Davieswho will explain how the
English education system has evolved over the centuries; the
development of private and state schools; the introduction of
nursery education; the growth of vocational colleges since the
50s; the expansion in the university sector; the success of th
Open University; the history of adult education starting in the
last century with Workers Institutes. References will lzglen

to the place of educational institutions in English liteet@md
their impact on public architecture.

The examination system is complex and always changing but
an attempt will be made to paint a coherent picture.

Val Davies combines the job of Mayor of Leamington Spa

with her interest in education. Until recently she workedafor

Government Think Tank, encouraging English colleges and

schools to make links with institutions in other countries. She

has spoken about English education at conferences all over the
world. She has publishéithe Shrinking Worldhat compares education systems across the globe and a
paper on the teaching of foreign languages — or the latk-aftiEnglish schools.

RECENT EVENT : Friday 30th March, in the Noorderlicht Church

Up the Mekong to Tibet — by John Pilkington

Once again John whisked us away on a journey through for most of us unlemoteryt lllustrated by
slides and sounds and interspersed with commentaries and histiogyrefion we travelled with him

from the Mekong delta on the new trading route to China and fudtbe source of the river in Tibet.
Regaling us with tales of his adventures and misadventarbsltl us spellbound. We saw the rain forest
of West Cambodia and the ancient ruins of the lost Khmerzztibn at Angkor Watt. We saw the falls
near Laos, which were unfortunately not in full flow and expeeel the vegetation and life along the
river. Sometimes John diverted and took us to villagesandets where we saw not only the local
population but also trains made of bamboo driven by moped enginesola family on one moped, a
hybrid between a tractor and a cart and of course hard worldpgagits. Travelling further towards
China we were taken through the Golden Triangle where up tehieaWW/orld’s supply of opium comes
from and navigated up the stretch of the river that diviglesna from Thailand. Crossing the Chinese
border we entered into a region that has not changed sindayh®f the Revolution, some cities were
open and others were not. We saw gorges with white wateaced rice fields and travelled on roads
which were liable to landslides and being washed awayraa8st 9 day traffic jams! Finally we entered
Tibet and experienced the beautiful landscape and clear #legsayer stones and flags, the traditionally
dressed women wearing their wealth on their headdressagdkifie abundance of small tame wildlife
and the impressive Lamagar with a wing span of 3 and artedirs. At last we travelled with a guide to
what the Chinese called the source of the Mekong only to heaottfea local source with more claim to
be the source. Following an adventurous trip John showed usdidesedge of the glacier, which is



now accepted as the source of the Mekong. A truly fascinatingggudreautifully and professionally
presented.
| am really pleased to report that John has agreed te bagk in March 2009 with his next adventure
through the Sahara with a camel train to the ancientrsiadts. | can’'t wait!

C.B.

RECENT EVENT : Friday 22nd April, in the Noorderlicht Church

Let's Hear it for Harold - by Helen Hollick

Helen Harold-a-Hollick’s illustrated talk was a fascingt light-hearted exposé of “history as she should
be wrote” as my grandma used to say. In my youth | was micdmneed by Sellar and Yeatman’s
classic bookL066 & All That. | no longer remember all the details of this romp throughsBrhiistory
apart from a few of the Important Facts - such as there ardy Two Genuine Dates, 55 BC and 1066
AD, and that Monarchs were classified as Bad, Memo@bigeak. | do however remember there were
103 Good Things in English History, which seemed an awful lot ymuag chap to remember. High on
this list was the Norman Conquest. So | was myself lookingérd very much to Helen’s historical
rewrite! |, and indeed all of us present, were not disappointed

In the space of this article it is not practical or indeesirdble, Helen did it so much better, to describe
the “run-up” to William’s victory over Harold. In a nut-shetlseems that Edward the Confessor, then
King of England, promised (at a dinner party) his throne tdidil Duke of Normandy, but on his
death-bed on 5 January 1066 revoked his promise and nominated, Hamlof \Wessex, as his
successor. Edward was childless (not a good move in Roy&#<}iso the job was up for grabs. There
were other pretenders but Harold was voted in and was craweeext day. Harold then decided he
rather liked the job and told William to forget “It”. Naally, William’s Gallic temperament was a bit
ruffled by what he saw as this uncivilized Anglo-Saxon vatefand he decided to come and get “It”
anyway. Anglo-French relationships in those days were nadeeds/ than they are now. He invaded
England on 26 September, landing with his army at PevenseysexSaspopular place for invasions.
Harold, meanwhile, was in the North of England fighting ofaamy led by his renegade brother Tostig
who had decidetie wanted to be King (the Royals didn’t have it any easier iretdags either). Harold
heard about William’s unwanted arrival on the Qctober and, weatrily, turned south. He arrived some
16 km north of Hastings on $®ctober, where he set up a semi-fortified “shield” of traalpsg a ridge.
William opened his attack the following day. At firstaint well for Harold and his troops inflicted
heavy casualties on the Norman cavalry, but his tiredaagelly untrained peasant army eventually
succumbed and fled. Harold and two of his brothers diedliaWiwas crowned King in London on
Christmas Day 1066. Battle Abbey was later establishdtwatite of the battle and the village of Battle
evolved nearby. As a legacy of that time, the BritiskieBeign still retains the title Duke of Normandy
and the Dukedom retains possession of the Channel Islandshe¢lgueinain directly a crown
responsibility and have their own parliaments, although the 8igvehas ceded some responsibilities
(primarily defence and foreign policy) to the United Kingdom iRarént.

Now we come to the really interesting part of Helen’s.t&8ke contends that the popular myth
surrounding Harold that he died as a result of an arrow in this @y that - a myth, pure fantasy. The
depiction of the Anglo-Saxon knight in the Bayeux Tapestry, aitlarrow in his eye, is not Harold but
either someone else, or also pure fantasy. | have tmgawilitary background makes me sympathize
with this view. | have always thought it was somewhatleas of a Commander-in-Chief to be looking
upwards when arrows were raining downwards, thick and fagenkentends that this is intended as a
put-down of the English who, as Sellar and Yeatman point out,dtexags considered “being Top
Nation is what history is all about”. Harold was most likelgked to death by William’s men. What
happened to his remains is a mystery. William refusedléase them to Harold’s mother, Gita, the last
thing he needed was a martyr. However there is, as&getasay in ministerial circles, a growing body
of evidence that Harold’s body was identified and removed frorbdtitefield by his wife, sorry, widow,
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Edith Swanwick and taken for secret burial to his own Churbisdamily home near Chichester.
Certainly, during more recent restoration work there an unmayka@ was uncovered containing a
headless, legless skeleton. There are other graves aintirchyard, mostly unmarked but one that is
identifiably that of one of King Canute’s daughters (she wouldgiigthave been Harold’s aunt
although, as Helen showed, the family tree at that point iswsbateonfusing); also the burial site is
likely to have been reserved for “saints, bishops and kingglert’s order of precedence, not mine.

A fascinating, entertaining and remarkable tale told by a riatmgteller who ended on a thoughtful
note: Harold was the last truly English King. As for th@arbusiness, well for me, despite what my
head tries to tell me, there remains the romanticafi¢fae true martyr, heaven knows we English don’t
have too many of those. Besides, Helen is a self-conféssetbner at heart and we all know Londoners
will try and sell you anything.

NLM

Postscript— Helen is a writer of historical novels about King Harolde Baxon Queen Emma and King

Arthur. She has also written a book for children promoting gadaty. As she proudly announced at her
talk, she has more recently ventured into the field offiatien with her swashbuckling ‘pirate novels for
adults’, the first of whictsea Witchis available now, with more to follow. All her books axaiable

via bookshops or fromvww.amazon.co.uk See her also on her own websitevatv.helenhollick.net

RECENT EVENT : Friday 11" May in the Noorderlicht Church

Ruins, Shipwrecks and Volcanoes — by John Gilroy

John has entertained us through the years with many thought proawkingteresting views seen
through the eyes of literature and in particular poetry. dridtest talk he painted for us a theme of
“Catastrophe and Romanticism”. lllustrated by beautiful sliofepaintings he led us through the attitude
of the middle 18-century writers such as Pope, Swift and Velteho lived in a complacent world where
everything happened for the best, where harmony and discord weealiptinderstood and everything
was without questioning accepted.
We were then projected into the period following a largéhgaake in 1755 in Lisbon where thousands
died causing men to reassess their world. With the new dmirgesciences man began to readjust his
perception of the Universe and his place in it. Painters wepired to paint the moods of volcanoes, in
guiet acquiescence but also erupting with dark ominous clouds forwinitgrs and poets were inspired
by the vagaries of nature and their perception of the dudligynotions in verse, illustrating the opposing
and yet entwined emotions of fear and beauty, terror and Téve releasing of the passions through
poetry was further explored in Shipwrecks, the cruel sea anddifference of nature, regardless of
human life and suffering. Tales of sailors who survived d&y®ing battered on rafts without food and
water were romanticised both in paint and word. Finallycttastrophic ruins and remnants of old
civilisations and fallen empires were explored. The Englisfevespecially interested in this as at that
time they were beginning to think about their “Imperial ohg5t
John finished his fascinating talk illustrating various attitublg reading and discussing extracts from
poems by Byron, Coleridge and Shelley.
For me it was a truly inspiring talk, which has left méhwnany questions to which | have no answers.
The only way | can think of ending this write up is by quotingldise part of the poem Ozynmandias by
Shelley a poem which has always moved me.
My name is Ozymandias King of Kings: “Look on My works, ye Mjgahd despair”! Nothing besides
remains. Round the decay Of that colossal Wreck, boundless @andbarlone and level sands stretch
far away.

C.B.



PROGRAMME FOR THE SEASON 2007-08

As usual, our meetings will take place at the hall oiNberderlicht Church, 94B Bergweg, Zeist, at 8.00
p.m., with the exception of October 12th, when we will statevening with the AGM at 7.30 p.m.

2007
September, Friday 21st The British Council, an introductoryihalBen Harris.
October, Friday 12th AGM, followed by From Cradle to Gratie:English Education System, a

talk by Val Davies

November, Monday 12th Two Yorkshire Cities — Ripon and LeedgjaiBustrated talk by Peter
MacNamara

December, Tuesday 11th Christmas Party and English Couahge, a talk and dance performance
by Anthony Haywood and his dancers.

2008

January, Friday 18th Sir Christopher Wren and the English Baraaliele illustrated talk by
Andrew Lacey.

February, Friday 8th English Music — an illustrated mysteuny, a musical talk by Lynn Parker.

March, Friday 14th Subterranean Railway, a slide illustritidby Christian Wolmar

April, Friday 18th Art and the Anarchists, a slide illustrate# by Martyn Everett

May, Friday 16th Ightam Mote — Life upstairs downstairsjdesllustrated talk by Heather
Woodward

BULLETIN GNE Utrecht Branch
published four times a year

Editors: Marga Waterborg (coordinating) Annual subscription
mwaterb@xs4all.nl couples: 50,-

Carol Brettschneider singles: 32,50
carol.brettschneider@hetnet.nl bulletin only:  9,-
students: 15,-

Bookshop:  inquiries and contributions of Visiting non-members: 5, - per event
books: Cor van Duuren Members interested in a digital edition, please
030-6889337 inform the secretary

Secretary:  Irene Kleyn-van Barneveld Postrekening 389412 t.n.v. afd. Utrecht
Lageweg 30 Genootschap Nederland-Engeland
3703 CA Zeist Nederhorst den Berg

030-6991618
irene.kleyn@planet.nl




