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AMSTERDAM BRANCH 
PATRON: HER MAJESTY'S AMBASSADOR AT THE HAGUE 

B u l l e t i n     2008 -2009  season  nr. 3. January 2009  

Dear Members of the Amsterdam Branch of GNE 
 

This is the First Branch Bulletin of the brand-new year 2009 and your committee wishes to avail themsel-
ves of this opportunity to wish you all a happy, healthy and trouble-free 2009. 
 
In this Bulletin we will list all events that might be of interest to you in January, February and March. 
Please write the following dates in your notebooks: 
 

1. Sunday, January 11th,3.pm:  Mr. James Probert  (De Veranda, Amstelveenseweg) 
2. Friday, February 6th 2.30 pmð22.pm National Event, Groningen 
3. Sunday, February 8th, 3.pm Mr. Peter Goddard: The Jurassic Coast (De Veranda)                                                                

See page 2 of this Bulletin 
4. Monday March 6th. Mr. John Pilkington, Heart of the Sahara on Wednesday March 4th  in The 

Hague or in Zeist (Bergkerk). 
5. Saturday, March 28th, National Finals BBC Awards, Amsterdam 
6. Sunday March 29th, 3. pm: Mr. Andy McLoughlin (De Veranda) 
 
Your committee hopes that one of the many good intentions in the New Year will be to attend very many of 
these events 

Details:  
 
Sunday, January 11th, 2009, 3.pm De Veranda, Amstelveenseweg. (reminder) 
Mr. James Probert will talk about The Death of Rhetoric or the Funeral of Pericles? : how real de-
bate is still alive and well in modern democracies.  
Full details of this lecture can be found in our November Bulletin. If this got lost,you can always retrieve it 
via the GNE website. Goto www.nederlandengeland.nl, click the button Branches in the left-hand column 
and choose Amsterdam. All the News Bulletins of  last year can be downloaded from that page. 
 
Friday, February 6th 2.30 pm. ð22. pm : A GNE National Event: The Waterhouse Exhibition in Gronin-
gen. Details were already published in our November Bulletin, but all information can be found on page 3 
of this bulletin. Some members expressed their regret that this event was planned on a Friday, when the 
free train ticket of the senior citizensô discount card cannot be used. But regretfully, the the only evening 
opening of the Groningen Museum is on Fridays. 
 
Mr. John Pilkington , well known and appreciated in many GNE branches, will visit our country again 
early in March. However, he will not come to Amsterdam.  
Members, who wish to hear his talk, or rather multi-media presentation, can do so either in Zeist on  
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March 6th or in The Hague on March 4th.  
Please inform the Branch Secretaries advance of your intention to attend.  
John Pilkingtonôs subject will be: Heart of the Saha ra. 
The venue in The Hague will be the British Ambassadorôs Residence,  
Plein 1813 nr.1  at 7.30 pm.  
Utrecht: Conference room of the Noorderlichtkerk, Bergweg 92b, 3707 AE Zeist. 
Ample parking available 
Phone numbers of the Branch secretaries: The Hague: 070 3605305 (Mrs 
J.McNamara); Utrecht: 030 6991618 (Mrs I. Kleyn-van Barneveld) 

Sunday, February 8th, 2009, 3. pm, De Veranda, Amstelveenseweg:  
 
Mr. Peter Goddard will talk to us about The Jurassic Coast . 
 
The Jurassic Coast is a World Heritage Site. 
The coastline of Dorset and East Devon is one of the most significant earth science sites in the world, 
spanning 190 million years of earth history. The lecture will examine some of the unique features of the 
landscape to be found along this part of the coastline of southern England and will demonstrate why it de-
serves the status of a World Heritage Site. 
 
About the Lecturer  
 
Peter Goddard is a Geographer and a former teacher who has undertaken extensive fieldwork in various 
parts of the British Isles. He has been a Volunteer Lecturer for The National Trust over a number of years 
and has also worked part time for The Trust at Sissinghurst Garden.  
For the past twenty years he has been firstly Chief Examiner and then Chair of Examiners for GCSE Geo-
graphy with one of the School Examination Boards and have led a whole series of training days for tea-
chers. He was recently elected to Ashford Borough Council and is currently Chair of the Licensing Com-
mittee. 

Saturday, 28th March 2008, 1.30.pm: 

 

 

Where: Auditorium of the University of Amsterdam (former Lutheran Church) 
  Singel 411 (corner Spui)  1012 WN Amsterdam 
  For travelinformation see map below 

The national finals of both the Public Speaking Awards and the Young Writers Awards will for the first time 
be held in Amsterdam, so we expect all of our members to attend this joyous occasion and become con-
vinced that in spite of all the - often justified - criticism of Dutch secondary education, there are many ex-
ceptions proving the rule. If you want to see talented students, tackling important subjects in speaking or 
writing, donôt miss this national event, sponsored by many firms and institutions. Among them are: 

    

 

Location of the Auditori-
um of the Universiteit 
van Amsterdam 
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 National Event in Groningen 
Visit to the Waterhouse-exhibition (19th century British painter) 

in the Groningen Museum 
 

Friday, 6th February 2009 
from 2.30 pm till  10. pm (closure). 

 
Programme: Reception with coffee and apple pie 

 Lecture 
 Drinks and snacks 
 Individual visit to the exhibition 

Costs: ú 25,50 with ñmuseumjaarkaartò 
 ú 32,50 without  ñmuseumjaarkaartò 

10% discount on catalogue:  soft cover:  ú 26,55 instead of ú 29,50 
     hard cover: ú 40,50 instead of  ú 45,- 

Reservations: 

J. Bakker, van Ostadelaan 5A, 3712 AV Huis ter Heide     e-mail: j.bakker@scandent.nI 
Method of payment:  bank account nr. 51.71.33.245  of  GNE Hoofdbestuur,  Nederhorst den Berg.  
Please add:  "Waterhouse" in the remarks section. 

Please reserve and pay before 25th January 

John William Waterhouse (1849 -1917), affectionately known as Nino in his younger days, was born in 
Rome on the 6th of April, 1849. Both of his parents were English painters who moved to Italy in pursuit of 
art. Waterhouse and his parents eventually moved back to England some time in the late 1850's. While 
growing up, Waterhouse assisted his father in art studio where the young Waterhouse developed his ta-
lents for sculpting and painting. In England, after several attempts at admission to the Royal Academy, he 
finally succeeded entrance in 1870. In 1885, Waterhouse became an Associate of the Royal Academy, 
and then a full member, Royal Academician, in 1895. 

Although often classified as a Pre-raphaelite for his style and themes, Waterhouse is truly a Neo-Classic 
painter. Some of Waterhouse's earlier works were focused on Italian themes and scenery, reflecting his 
love for his birth place. Later on, his works picked up the styles and classical themes of Pre-raphaelites 
such as Alma-Tadema and Frederick Leighton. Waterhouse went on to paint well over 200 paintings 
depicting classical mythogolgy, historical and literary subjects, particularly those of Roman mythology and 
classic English poets such as Keats and Tennyson. Femme fatale is a common theme in his works, as 
most are of beautiful elegaic women and of many men are victims. 

Waterhouse is one of the rare artists who became popular and relatively well-off financially when he was 
alive. He continued to paint until his death on the 10th of February, 1917 after a long illness. His style be-
came a major influence on many of the later Pre-raphaelites including Frank Dicksee and Herber James 
Draper. 

Today, many of his works are in private collections or somewhere unknown; however, most of his famous 
paintings can be found scattered all over England. Among these is "The Lady of Shalott" - 1888, which 
can be found in London; "Hylas and the Nymphs" - 1896, at Manchester City Art Gallery, and "Echo and 
Narcissus" - 18xx, at the Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool. His other famous works can be found around the 
world including Germany (La Belle Dame Sans Merci), Scotland (Penelope and the Suitors), and Australia 
(Circe Invidiosa). 
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  How to get to the Veranda : 
 
Bus stop serving Connexxion lines 166 and 171 (from NS 
station Amsterdam Zuid WTC) and 170 and 172 (from CS). 
There is also a stop underneath the A10 overpass. Then you 
need not cross the road. 
Tram lines 16 and 24 and all the aforementioned buses 
serve the hospital and bus 62 has a stop at about 300 m. 
 The venue is about 500 m from the VU academic medical 
centre on the right-hand side adjacent to the offices of Boer 
& Croon.  
Do come again and taste the coffee!  
 
    Olympisch Stadion 
 

 
 
 

Amstelveenseweg 764  (the ñKastanjezaal) 
There is ample free parking space.  
  

Bus stop 

Suggestions to improve this bulle-

tin are very welcome . Please send 

them to: 

Hette.de.boer@kpnplanet.nl. 

 

This Bulletin can also be downloa-

ded from the Amsterdam page on 

the GNE website: 

www.nederlandengeland.nl 

Addresses you might need: 

 
Mrs  Kitty Kruijswijk-v.d.Woude 

Chairman & secretary a.i. 

Hoge Horn 109 

1506 MS Zaandam 

Tel.:075-6169936 

Email: kitty21@live.nl 

 

 

Mr Monty.Kraayeveld 

(vice-chairman.) 

Herengracht 409 

1017 BP Amsterdam 

Tel.: 030 6076214 

 

Vacancies:  Weôre urgently in need of  

one of our members willing to take on the 

(simple) task of branch treasurer. For info, 

please contact the bulletin editor 

Sunday, March 29th, 2009, 3. pm De Veranda, Amstelveenseweg:  
 

Lesley McLoughlin  
 

Confessions of an Arabic Interpreter  

 

About the speaker  
 
Leslie McLouglin has had a varied career in the academic world 
but also as an interpreter, consultant, writer and broadcaster. 
He has spent most of his career abroad and has been an inde-
pendent consultant for the last twenty years. Leslie has taught 
Arabic in the UK and and USA. 
He lectures in Arabic to Arab audiences for the British Council in 
countries such as Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar, 
Egypt, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Oman. 
Leslie has also acted as interpreter to HM the Queen, Prime Min-
isters and the British Government. 

He was a consultant on Arabic Language to the Lokerbie Trials in Kamp Zeist. 
Leslie is a frequent broadcaster in Arabic on radio and television, including for the BBC and Al Jazeera. 
 
Details about this talk will become available later in the season and will then be published on our website 
www.nederlandengeland.nl . We will also try to include them in our next News Bulletin which is scheduled 
to be published in the 3rd week of March. 

De Veranda  


