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AMSTERDAM BRANCH PATRON: HER MAJESTY'S AMBASSADOR AT THE HAGUE

Bulletin 2008-2009 season nr. 4. March 2009

Dear Members of the Amsterdam Branch of GNE

In this Bulletin we will list all events that might be of interest to you in the remaining months of the 2008-9
season.

Please write the following dates in your notebooks:

1. Saturday, March 28th, National Finals BBC Awards, Amsterdam (see below)

2. Sunday March 29th, 3. pm: Mr. Leslie McLoughlin (De Veranda) (see page 2)

3.  Saturday, April 18th, Singer Museum, Laren (jointly with the Utrecht Branch and the volunteers of
the BBC Awards) (see page 2)

4.  Wednesday, May 13th Visit to Douwes, the oldest family-owned art-gallery in Europe (see p. 3)

5. Friday June 5th, 16.45 Film Museum: Blythe Spirit (David Lean) See p. 4)

Saturday, 28th March 2008, 1.30.pm:

BBC Awards. National Finals

Where: Auditorium of the University of Amsterdam (former Lutheran Church)
Singel 411 (corner Spui) 1012 WN Amsterdam

The national finals of both the Public Speaking Awards and the Young Writers Awards will for the first time
be held in Amsterdam, so we expect all of our members to attend this joyous occasion and become con-
vinced that in spite of all the - often justified - criticism of Dutch secondary education, there are many ex-
ceptions proving the rule. If you want to see talented students, tackling important subjects in speaking or

writing, donot miss this national event , sponsored
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Please note:

If you intend to attend the final, please send a note to the following e-mail
address: bbcdutchawards@bbc.co.uk

If you are not on the internet, you can phone Mr . Hans Kr 2w
053 4331839




Sunday, March 29th, 2009, 3. pm De Veranda, Amstelveenseweg 764:

Leslie McLoughlin

Confessions of an Arabic Interpreter

Dr. Leslie McLoughlin is a Fellow of the Institute of Arabic and Islamic Stud-

ies at Exeter University. He was the director of the Middle East Centre for Arab
Studies at Shemlan in the Lebanon from 1965 to 1968 and then from 1970 to
1975. He has taught Arabic at Columbia University and the University of Pennsyl-
vania in 1969 and 1970. In 1987, he founded the Middle East Center for Arabic
Studies Association. He has published several textbooks for modern Arabic.

As a University Fellow at Exeter he has taught all standards of the undergraduate
program in Arabic and has taught a Master's course in translation.

Dr. Leslie McLoughlin interpreted for Her Majesty The Queen of the United King-
dom and Her Majesty's Government. He has also delivered lectures in the Arabic
language at Gulf Cooperation Council sessions, as well as in Egypt and Tunisia.
As a historian he has specialized in the history of Saudi Arabia and published a
biography of the first King, Ibn Saud, in 1993. In addition, he has authored the
book In a Sea of Knowledge: British Arabists in the 20th Century.

Earlier this season Dr. McLoughlin lectured to other GNE branches. These were all a great success.
Afterwards members can join your committee at dinner with the speaker in De Veranda.

Saturday, 18th April, 2. pm: Singer Museum, Laren
Visit & guided tour of the Tiffany exhibition

This event will also be attended by members of the Utrecht Branch as well
as by many of the volunteers who patrticipated in the BBC Awards Finals
on March 28th
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See page 3 for travel details from Amsterdam Central Station to the Singer
Museum

Singer Laren presents the first major exhibition in a Dutch museum of work from the stu-
di os of Louis Comfort Tiffany. In addition to Tiff:
stained -gl ass windows, mosaics, enamelled O6o0objets de |

Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848  -1933)

Louis Comfort Tiffany was the most important and most inventive designer of applied art in

America around 1900. He became famous chiefly for his stained -glass lamps and windows.
With his elegant and decorative designs he was a leader of the (American) Art Nouveau.

Moreover, his objects are a perfect combination of artistry and functionality.

Tiffany Girls

Recent research revealed the existence of a group of talented female designers behind

Louis Comfort Tiffany, to whom many successful Tiffany patterns can now be attributed.

The o0Tiffany Girlsdé worked in the Womendés Gl ass Cul
(1861 -1944) who, as it now emerges, was responsible for such popular designs as Wis-

teri a, Dragonfl vy, Peony and Poppy. The exhibition
tice as well as the social position of working women in New York around 1900.

Singer Collection
The exhibition affords a unique opportunity to situate a masterpiece in the Singer collec-
tion, the large Tiffany hanging lamp Laburnum, in a fitting context. Anna Singer Brugh



probably bought it in America for her home, De Wilde Zwanen, in Laren. At that time Tiffany
designs were hardly known in The Netherlands. Hanging above the dining room table, Labur-
num will have certainly been a conversation piece during the countless dinners with artist

friends and foreign guests.

The majority of the objects on view are from the New

-York Historical Society, supplemented

with loans from other museums and private collections. The exhibition was held earlier in

New York (2007).

A New Light

to the Museum Villa Stuck in Munich in the fall of 2009.

We will meet
pay an entrance fee

inside the museum, so

unless you have a

on

Tiffanyds first

How to get to the Singer Museum in Laren (Oude Drift 1) by public transport:

Alternative A: Train from Amsterdam Centraal to Hilversum; then bus to the Museum:
Depart Amsterdam Centraal: 12.57. Arrive Hilversum: 13.18
Depart Bus 108 from Hilversum (direction Huizen) 13.25. Arrive Brink Laren 13.45.
Walk 6 minutes from Brink, Laren to the Museum.

Alternative B: Train from Amsterdam Centraal to Naarden-Bussum; then bus to the Museum:
Depart Amsterdam Centraal: 12.36. Arrive Naarden-Bussum 13.00
Depart Bus 109: 13.24. Arrive Singer Museum 13.45

For those coming by car: there is free parking space near the Museum.
att en €6169934) er Mis Kraayevel:{(080-80&214 Kr u i
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Wednesday, May 13th, 5 pm till 8 pm.

A unique opportunity to visit Douwes, the oldest familiy-

run art dealing business in Europe.

Where: Stadhouderskade 40 1071 ZD Amsterdam
The Rijks Museum is just around the corner.

The entrance is in the PC Hooftstraat

Please note:

As the number of participants is limited to 20, please
phone Mrs Kruijswijk (075 6169936) or Mr Kraayeveld
(030-6076214 during office hours) when you are planning

to attend.

Mr. Evert Douwes Jr. will start with an introduction, providing an insight into the oldest family-run art-
dealing business in Europe which also has a gallery in London, after which he will show us around..

Drinks and snacks will be available.

More info is to be found at the website: www.douwesfineart.com

Suggestions to improve this bulle-
tin are very welcome . Please send
them to:
Hette.de.boer@kpnplanet.nl.

This Bulletin can also be downloa-
ded from the Amsterdam page on
the GNE website:
www.nederlandengeland.nl

Mrs Kitty Kruijswijk-v.d.-Woude
Chairman & secretary a.i.

Hoge Horn 109

1506 MS Zaandam
Tel.:075-6169936

Email: kitty2 | @live.nl

Addresses you might need:

Mr Monty.Kraayeveld
(vice-chairman.)

Herengracht 409

1017 BP Amsterdam

Tel.: 030 6076214 (office hours)

Vacancies: Wedre ur genr
one of our members willing to take on the
(simple) task of branch treasurer. For info,
please contact the bulletin editor
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http://www.douwesfineart.com/

The last event of the season:

/%% Friday, 5th June 16.45 Film Museum,

| Vondelpark (near the overpass van Baerlestraat)

Screening of the World-renowned film classic: Blythe

Spirit (1944, David Lean, colour, no subtitles), based on

%% Noel Cowar dos pl aMargarettRathdr-i | m,
4 ford, was awarded an Oscar for its special effects

.............

This is a special event for our Branch with a special dis-
count price of ua. 6, 50, so br
you plan to bring friends, they are very welcome, but

have to pay the full price of

Afterwards it is possible to have dinner in Vertigo, the
Museum restaurant. Weather permitting, dinner can be
served on the most lively terrace in Amsterdam.

Blithe Spirit (1941) is a comic play written by Noel Coward which takes its title from Percy Bysshe Shel-
ley's poem To a Skylark. The action of the play centres on socialite Charles Condomine being haunted by
the ghost of his first wife Elvira following a séance, and Elvira's continued (and increasingly desperate)
efforts to disrupt Charles' current marriage. The play is notable for the comic character of Madame Arcati,
the eccentric medium. The play provoked a small outcry at the time of its first performances, as it was
seen to be possibly making fun of death at the height of World War II; however, such objections were
quickly forgotten and the play went on to set all manner of British box-office records. Its mark of 1,997 con-
secutive performances in the West End was only eventually beaten by Boeing Boeing in the 1970s. In his
autobiography Coward claimed he wrote the play in five days during a holiday he took with actress Joyce
Carey to Portmeirion on the coast of Snowdonia in Wales. He wrote it straight through from beginning to
end whilst staying at the Fountain 2 (Upper Fountain) suite at Portmeirion and only two lines of dialogue
were removed before its first production in London.

A First glimpse of the 2009-2010 season:
September: Annual General Meeting with accompanying programme. Details to follow.

October: or January 2010: Mr . Russel/l Shorto or Mr . Thelslandad e r .
the Centre ofthe World and Mr . Schr ©°de TheiGmanddour. expert on

Novembert 8th: Mr. Skan will lecture on: The English Language, emphasising its debt to Dutch.
December 13th: Programme of Christmas Carols

2010:

January: see October

February 21st: John Sutton: Rob Roy, Hero
or Villain?
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March 14th: Jill Collinge: Pub Signs
April: Programme to be announced

May 16th. Heather Woodward: Nelson

“Do you have such 4 thing as a
hairpin handy, lady?
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