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AMSTERDAM BRANCH 
PATRON: HER MAJESTY'S AMBASSADOR AT THE HAGUE 

B u l l e t i n     2009-2010  season  nr. 1. August 2009 

Dear Members of the Amsterdam Branch of GNE 
 

Welcome to the first Bulletin of the 2009-2010 season. 
 
You will find details of our Annual General Meeting on 6th September in the English Bookshop. Our guest 
will be a very dear friend of ours, Mrs Alison Morgan, who has long been very active in the Twente Branch 
of GNE. Please find details and the Agenda of the Meeting below. 

 

Annual General Meeting 
Sunday, September 6

th
, 2009 

 
Agenda 

 
1. Opening and welcome 
2. Adoption of the agenda for this meeting 
3. Minutes of the AGM September 2008 
4. Annual Report 2008-2009 season   (available today) 
5. Financial statement 
6. Internal auditors’ report 
7. Appointment internal auditors for this season 
8. Discussion of the future of the Amsterdam branch;         

Proposal membership fee 2010-2011 season € 50/80. 
9. Next season’s programme 
10. Any other business arising 
11.  Closure 

 
Amsterdam     20

th
 August 2009 

 

The Amsterdam Branch Committee: 
 
Mrs. Kitty Kruyswijk-van der Woude  
(chairman, and acting secretary and treasurer) 
Mr. Monty Kraayeveld, vice chairman 
 

Sunday, September 6
th

, 3 pm 
Venue: THE ENGLISH BOOKSHOP, 
Lauriergracht 71 
 
Alison Morgan! 

 
Alison, who is the edi-
tor of the bulletin for 
the Twente branch, 
has performed for two 
of our branches with 
great success. She 
has a special way of 
holding up a mirror to 
her audience. With 
her clear voice, her 
sparkling personality 
and her original way 
of looking at people 
she is the ideal per-
son to brighten up an 
AGM afternoon. Lis-
ten to her experiences 
about getting the 

Dutch nationality, hear her reading poetry, 
Dickens with a cockney accent, a ghost story 
with a South African accent ……Just come 

and hear her talk about the Dutch! 
 
 
Following Alison’s performance you are cor-
dially invited to our Annual General Meeting.  
There will be copies of the annual report and 
the financial report. 

 
 

. 

 

 

 

The September and October events have different       
venues: 
 
On September 6th we meet at the English Bookshop, 
Lauriergracht 71 and the October event (see next page) 
will be at Ceintuurbaan 368 (between van Woustraat and 
Sarphatipark) 
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Sunday, October 11th ,  3. pm 
 

Introduction to the Grand Tour with slide presentation and wine tasting. 

Venue:  Ceintuurbaan 368 (between van Woustraat and Sarphatipark) 

 
Three hundred years ago wealthy young Englishmen began taking a post-Oxbridge tour through France and Italy in 

search of art, culture and the roots of Western civilisation. With nearly unlimited funds, aristocratic connections and 

months or even years to roam, they commissioned paintings, perfected their language skills and mingled with the 

upper crust of the Continent. The Grand Tour had more than superficial cultural importance: the ruling class control 

in the 18th century was located primarily in a cultural hegemony. 

 

Mr. Robert Schreuder, an art-dealer specialised in items connected with the Grand Tour has offered to give us an in-

troduction (in Dutch), combined with the tasting of wines from all the regions visited by the English. 

 

Following the presentation and wine-tasting there will be drinks and an opportunity to see and touch  all the objects 

connected with the Grand Tour.  

Please note: There is a maximum attendance of 20 so please let Monty (030-6076214, office hours) or Kitty (075-

6169936) know that you will be there. 

 

Sunday, October 25th,  2. pm 
 

 óPatience, or Bunthorneôs Brideô By Gilbert and Sullivan. 
 (Performed in Dutch by the Thalia Company.) 

 

For more info about the Thalia Company as well as the production, please go to their website: 

www.thalia-amsterdam.nl 

 

Venue: Theater Zuideramstelkanaal (Fred Roeskestraat, near Olympic Stadium) 

Admission: ú22,50, ú17,50 for 65+ and a special rate for those who have the Stadspas (will be published at 

a later date). 

Please call Monty Kraayeveld (030-6076214, office hours) if you want to join us to see this performance. 

 

Sunday, November 8th, 3 pm  De Veranda, Amstelveenseweg 764 

 

Roy Skan: The English Language, emphasising its debt to Dutch. 

Lecture details: 

The history of language and how language works are fascinating. When you start to learn a little of how English 

has come about you realise how much more there is to discover. 

This talk will explore the English Language making particular reference to the influence of Dutch over the cen-

turies. 

The talk is both informative and entertaining. 

 

About the Speaker: 

Roy Skan graduated from Nottingham University, served in the army and then worked for General Motors 

(Vauxhall) for 5 years. He was a Principal Lecturer of languages at Brighton University for 25 years. 

Roy also has an M.A. from Sussex University and an M.Sc. from the London School of Economics. He speaks 

four languages and has some of three others. 
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The GNE Amsterdam Novel Reading Club.   
 
This seasonôs reading list and some further information: 
 
August 30 2009 8. pm: Dylan Thomas: Under Milkwood + CD 
Venue: Tineke Hulsebosch, Beukenplein 4A, Amsterdam. Tel 020-6946336 
For other venues please call Tineke, Greet Minnema, tel 036-5364741 or Ria Pelgrom, tel 020-6341810 
 

18
th

 September 2009:    A Mercy 2008 / Toni Morrison  
A powerful tragedy distilled into a jewel of a masterpiece by the Nobel Prize-winning author of "Beloved", it is almost like a prelude 
to that story, set two centuries earlier. 176 pages. 

 

6 th  November 2009:  Affinity  1999 / Sarah Waters  
Set in and around the women's prison at Milbank in the 1870's , AFFINITY is an eerie and utterly compelling ghost story, a com-
plex and intriguing literary mystery and a poignant love story with an unexpected twist in the tale. Following the death of her father, 
Margaret Prior has decided to pursue some 'good work' with the lady criminals of one of London's most notorious gaols. Sur-
rounded by prisoners, murderers and common thieves, Margaret feels herself drawn to one of the prisons more unlikely inmates - 
the imprisoned spiritualist - Selina Dawes. Sympathetic to the plight of this innocent-seeming girl, Margaret sees herself dispens-
ing guidance and perhaps friendship on her visits, little expecting to find herself dabbling in a twilight world of séances, shadows, 
unruly spirits and unseemly passions.  352 pages 

 

11 th  December 2009   Netherland  2009/ Joseph O'Neill  
In early 2006, Chuck Ramkissoon is found dead at the bottom of a New York canal. In London, a Dutch banker named Hans van 
den Broek hears the news, and remembers his unlikely friendship with Chuck and the off-kilter New York in which it flourished: the 
New York of 9/11, the power cut and the Iraq war. Those years were difficult for Hans -- his English wife Rachel left with their son 
after the attack, as if that event revealed the cracks and silences in their marriage, and he spent two strange years in New York's 
Chelsea Hotel, passing stranger evenings with the eccentric residents. Lost in a country he'd regarded as his new home, Hans 
sought comfort in a most alien place -- the thriving but almost invisible world of New York cricket, in which immigrants from Asia 
and the West Indies play a beautiful, mystifying game on the city's most marginal parks. It was during these games that Hans be-
friends Chuck Ramkissoon, who dreamed of establishing the city's first proper cricket field. Over the course of a summer, Hans 
grew to share Chuck's dream and Chuck's sense of American possibility -- until he began to glimpse the darker meaning of his 
new friend's activities and ambitions.' Netherland' is a novel of belonging and not belonging, and the uneasy state in between. It is 
a novel of a marriage foundering and recuperating, and of the shallows and depths of male friendship. With it, Joseph O'Neill has 
taken the anxieties and uncertainties of our new century and fashioned a work of extraordinary beauty and brilliance. 256 pages 
 

29 th  January 2010  South of the river  2007 / Blake Morrison  
Intimate and disconcerting, compelling and comic, an anatomy of the way things are, South of the River is the big British novel for 
our times - and a tour de force. It opens on the 'new dawn' of Labour's election victory in 1997, and ends five years later. But this 
is not so much 'state of the nation' as state of our souls, marriages, families, hopes and careers - a sharp and sexy portrait of a 
dysfunctional group of characters, all different yet connected. There's Nat, failed dramatist and reluctant lecturer, falling for a 
younger woman; Anthea, an eco-friendly lost soul obsessed with foxes; Libby, hardworking mother and advertising executive, the 
family breadwinner; Harry, Nat's friend and ex-pupil, a journalist on a local paper, with a guilty secret of his own; and Jack, Nat's 
blimpish but unexpectedly poignant uncle, who lives for fox-hunting, and runs a failing engineering company in East Anglia. Be-
neath the bright familiar world of Blair's Britain, there's a dark undertow of political and personal disillusion, of mythologies and 
urban myths that circle round our apparently comfortable lives. South of the River , is a tale of five people, two rivers, and many 
Englands, metropolitan and rural, black and white, is gloriously readable and brimming with art and life. 528 pages 

 

19 th March 2010   The White Tiger  2008 debut and Man Booker Prize winner 2008 / Aravind Adiga  
Balram Halwai is the White Tiger of the book's title - a title he earns by virtue of being deemed the smartest boy in his village, a 
community deep in the "Darkness" of rural India. Balram is the son of a rickshaw-puller; his family is too poor for him to be able to 
finish school, and instead he has to work in a teashop, breaking coals and wiping tables. Through these experiences, Balram 
learns much about the world and later states that the streets of India provided him with all the education he needed. Later, Balram 
gets his break when a rich man hires him as a chauffeur, and takes him to live in Delhi. The city is a revelation. As he drives his 
master to shopping malls and call centres, Balram becomes increasingly aware of immense wealth and opportunity all around 
him, while knowing that he will never be able to gain access to that world. As Balram broods over his situation, he realizes that 
there is only one way he can become part of this glamorous new India - to murder his employer.  304 pages 

 

4 th  June 2010   The view from Castle Rock  2007  / Canadian writer Alice Munro  
On a clear day, you could see 'America' from Edinburgh's Castle Rock - or so said Alice Munro's great-great-great-grandfather, 
James Laidlaw, when he had drink taken. Then, in 1818, Laidlaw left the parish of 'no advantages', of banked Presbyterian emo-
tions and uncanny tales - where, like his more famous cousin James Hogg, he was born and bred - and sailed to the new world 
with his family. This is the story of those shepherds from the Ettrick Valley and their descendants, among them the author herself. 
They were a Spartan lot, who kept to themselves; showing off was frowned on, and fear was commonplace, at least for fe-
males ...But opportunities present themselves for two strong-minded women in a ship's close quarters; a father dies, and a baby 
vanishes en route from Illinois to Canada; another story hints at incest; childhood is short and hazardous. This is family history 
where imperfect recollections blur into fiction, where the past shows through the present like the tracks of a glacier on a geological 
map. First love flowers under an apple tree while lust rears its head in a barn; a restless mother with ideas beyond her station de-
clines painfully; a father farms fox fur and turkeys; a clever girl escapes to college and then into a hasty marriage. Beneath the 
ordinary landscape there's a different story - evocative, frightening, sexy, unexpected, gripping. Alice Munro tells it like no other. 
368 pages 
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Suggestions to improve this bulle-

tin are very welcome . Please send 

them to: 

Hette.de.boer@kpnplanet.nl. 

 

This Bulletin can also be downloa-

ded from the Amsterdam page on 

the GNE website: 

www.nederlandengeland.nl 

Addresses you might need: 

 
Mrs  Kitty Kruijswijk-v.d.Woude 

Chairman & secretary a.i. 

Hoge Horn 109 

1506 MS Zaandam 

Tel.:075-6169936 

Email: kitty21@live.nl 

 

 

Mr Monty.Kraayeveld 

(vice-chairman.) 

Herengracht 409 

1017 BP Amsterdam 

Tel.: 030 6076214 (office hours) 

 

Vacancies:  Weôre urgently in need of  

one of our members willing to take on the 

(simple) task of branch treasurer. For info, 

please contact the bulletin editor 

 

For your information : 

 
In the Gemeentemuseum in Den Haag there is a notable exhibition of Pre-Raphaelite paintings (The Sleeping 
Beauty!) by, among others, Frederic Leighton and Edward Burne-Jones. The paintings are from the collection of the 
Museo de Arte de Ponce in Puerto Rico. It is the first time they can be seen in The Netherlands. 
Until September 20

th
. 

  
In the Museum van de 20e Eeuw in Hoorn (Bierkade 4) there is an exhibition of Alice in Wonderland. The exhibi-
tion makes all the themes and figures come to life. There are pictures of the real Alice, you will find information about 
the life of Lewis Carroll (Charles Dodgson) and the first movie picture of Alice in Wonderland (1903!) is shown. 
Until November 1

st
. 

 

 
 

  
 
December 13

th  
3. pm  Venue: De Veranda: 

Christmas Carols and the English Choir tradition. A multi-media programme: lecture, slides, mu-
sic and film by Marieke Kloosterman and Harry van der Linden + a technician. Marieke and Harry 
are members of the Begijnhof Church choir. 
In English and Dutch. 
 
January 22

nd
   2. pm 

Visit (tour, film, explanation, coffee/tea, cake) to the new public library (OBA) with emphasis on 
the English collection.  
 
February 21th  3. pm  Venue: De Veranda: 
John and June Sutton in Hero or Villain: in search of Rob Roy McGregor. 
 
March 14

th  
3. pm  Venue: De Veranda: 

Jill Collinge: The Origin of Pub Signs 
 
Saturday, April 24

th
: 

The 90
th
 anniversary of the GNE! More info to follow! 

 
May 16th  3. pm  Venue: de Veranda: 
Heather Woodward on Nelson. 
 

 The Stena line offers a 10% discount om its 

ferry services for members of the Genoot-

schap.  

 

For more details, please see the GNE websi-

te www.nederlandengeland.nl  


