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AMSTERDAM BRANCH PATRON: HER MAJESTY'S AMBASSADOR AT THE HAGUE

Bulletin 2009 -2010 season nr. 2. November 2009

Dear Members of the Amsterdam Branch of GNE,

In this second bulletin you will be informed about the three events in December, January and February.

Please note that there has been a change: On January 22nd, we will not visit the Amsterdam Public Library, but the
ATassenmuseumo; we will visit the Library |l ater thi
Your committee is also very pleased to welcome three new members.

We hope that they will soon feel at home with us.

Your committee

Sunday, December 13th, 3. pm
De Veranda, Amstelveenseweg

Your committee is very happy and pleased to announce a very special
Christmas event:

Christmas Carols and the English Choir Tradition

This is a Multi-media programme of lecture, slides, Music and film by two members of the Begijnhof Church Choir,
Marieke Kloosterman and Harry van der Linden, assisted by a technician.

The programme will be in English and in Dutch.

This is the information Ms Kloosterman sent us by way of introduction:

AChri stmas Car ol s: the tradition is English, but
Marieke Kloosterman, teacher of English at the Amsterdam Volksuniversiteit, and Harry van der Linden,
teacher of library science and presently working at the Universiteit van Amstargdormer members of

the Choir of the English Reformed Church in Amsterdam, and still sharing their passion for Christmas
Carols. In a lecture they will illustrate how the carols developed through history and became part of the
Christmas Service. They will also give you an insight in the choral traditions of the Anglican Church. The
lecture is alternated with a lot of music. You may even want to join in, because the texts of the carols will
be available. 0

Of course there will be something Christmassy to drink and eat

—» Pl ease Db-roicoveg thelextrd &penses. Your committee will be delighted to collect them!




Friday, January 22nd, 2. pm
Visit and guided tour of the ATasj esmuse

Herengracht 573 in Amsterdam
(between Utrechtsestraat and Thorbeckeplein.)

The museum is housed in a historical building dating from 1664. This buil-
ding belongs to a unique series of four, having been built during the same
period, with one single fronton and an identical lay-out. In this building one
can admire two decorated rooms with painted ceilings and chimney pieces
dating from the 17th and 18th century.

We visit the exhibition AMade i n Br
designs.

The tour will be followed by coffee/tea and titbits. You need not bring your
Museumkaarto

If you are planning to participate,
please phone or mail Kitty Kruijswijk
and p a-ynto the GNE Amster-
dam ING account: 4677160. Please
inscribe before January 10th 2010.

Mr s Kruijswiijkds
0756169936
and her e-mail: kitty21@live.nl

The period rooms

The historical canal building has two
splendidly decorated rooms that are
sure to impress museum visitors.

In the small period room one can admi-
re a painted ceiling in six parts with a
female allegory of the City of Amster-
dam flanked by Minerva, Reason and
the four continents: Europe, Asia, Afri-
ca and America. These paintings were
made in 1665-1670 by an anonymous
painter. During the first half of the 18th
century a marble mantel was installed with a carved-frame mirror and painting
of the crowning of Aesculapius above.

The large period room contains a ceiling painting and mantelpiece by Louis Fabritius Dubourg (1741). The five part
ceiling painting shows an allegory of Peace leading to wealth and the promotion of arts, with corner paintings repre-
senting an allegory of Music, Wealth, the Arts and Sciences, and Fame. The mantelpiece, also attributed to Louis
Fabritius Dubourg, is an allegorical representation of Peace, Wisdom and Time. The room also contains a marble
mantel with carved wooden and gilded ornaments.

February 21st 3. pm Venue: De Veranda

John and June Sutton in Hero or Villain: in search of Rob Roy McGregor.

Rob Roy MacGregof1671 8 1734) has a legendary, not to say cult, status in Scottish history. Immortalised in the
fiction of Sir Walter Scott and turned into a screen idol by the 1994 Hollywood film, Rob Roy is the quintessential
symbol of the Highland warrior, daring and audacious and with a code of honour that made him truly heroic. Yet
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contrary to the popular image, the real Rob Roy MacGregor was a
much more complex and flawed figure. Though he has won fame as
an oppressed outlaw who was unjustly persecuted by a corrupt and
vicious nobleman, the Marquis of Montrose, Rob Roy was actually
a crook who swindled his creditors. Despite his macho-image as a
great duellist, Rob Roy avoided sword-play as much as possible;
and even his much-vaunted military prowess turns out to be some-
thing of a myth, for his participation in the battles of Sheriffmuir
(1715) and Glenshiel (1719) was decided lacklustre. Above all Rob
Roy was not the staunch Jacobite hero of popular folklore, since we
now know he acted as a double agent who was perfectly willing to
trade military intelligence to the Hanoverian government for his own
preservation and well-being. Yet while we must abandon many long
-held and cherished beliefs about Rob Roy MacGregor, his story is
still a remarkable one, full of drama and excitement. This talk will
therefore reveal the true man behind the myths.

About the Speaker

John Sutton was a Senior Lecturer in History at Anglia Polytechnic
University. He specialises in the history of Early Modern England
and the English Renaissance, 1558-1640; the English Civil War; and
the Jacobite cause.

In 1983-84 he made a television series on Eastern England in the
1640s, entitled A War in the Kingdom' and screened on Anglia TV.

He regularly hosts historical special interest gatherings on a wide
range of subjects. He has previously talked to the GNE branches on
topics such as Sir Philip Sidney, Sir Walter Raleigh, Charles I and | After many years, the GNE National
Elizabeth I. Commi tteebds secreraty,

Beer is going to stop. So we are
looking for somebody to take her
place. If you are interested, please
contact our National President, Mr.
Abel Rasterhof. His e -mail address
is: a.l.rasterhof@planet.nl

Saturday, March 12 ™ 2.pm Sadly, Ms Jill Collinge will be unable to do her lecture tour.
Instead we will visit the Amsterdam Public Library. More details will follow in our third bulletin.

Saturday, April 10th, Lutherse Kerk, Spui, Amsterdam
GNE/BBC Young Writers and Public Speaking Competition Na-
tional finals

Saturday, April 24
The 90™ anniversary of the GNE! More info to follow!
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Sunday May 16th 3. pm Venue: de Veranda:
Heather Woodward on Nelson.

Suggestions to improve this bulle- | Addresses you might need: Mr Monty Kraayeveld
tin are very welcome . Please send || My Kitty Kruijswijk-v.d.Woude (vice-chairman.)

them to: Chairman & secretary a.i. ?(? lr gng;aiﬁlggi dam
Hette.de.boer@kpnplanet.nl. Hoge Horn 109 i
1506 MS Zaandam Tel.: 030 6076214 (office hours)

This Bulletin can also be downloa- || Tel.:075-6169936 |

ded from the Amsterdam page on || Email: kitty21@live.nl Vacancies: e |
pag one of our members willing become mem-

the GNE website: ber of our Committee. For info, please

www.nederlandengeland.nl Hils SOl LOTTICY aif GINE Adlle- o e aifithe Comnitsies memhem
ling Amsterdam
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