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Bulletin 2009 -2010 season nr. 4. May 2010

Dear Members,

This is the last Newsletter of the 2009-2010 season.

Apart from a reminder of Ms Heather Woodwardds | ecture
are Plays to be performed next June within the framework

There will also be information about the events in the 2010-2011 season which are organised by our National Per-
gramme Committee. Details of other events organised by the Amsterdam Branch itself will become available in Au-
gust and will be communicated to you in the First Newsletter of the new season which will be published in August
Last, but n ot least you will find a request to pay your annual membership fee.

Your Committee

Looking backee
The visit to Teylers Museum was a great success. Afterwards, there was a convivial get-together in a
nearby Pub.

On 24th April we had the 90th anniversary celebtration in Apeldoorn. Over a hundred members from all
branches took part. The programme was an ideal mix of lectures and guided tours of the Royal palace

AfiHet Lood6 and its gardens. There was a speech by
the Euro, where he deftly avoided making political statements that could be regarded as comment with the
coming elections in view. Mal col m McEwan def endg

the 17th Earl of Oxford. Opposing remarks were made by Paul Franssen.

A Reminder:
Sunday, May 16th, 3. pm De Veranda, Amsterdamseweg 347:
Ms. Heather Woodward: Nelson, the Myths and the Truths

The talk looks particularly at Nelson, the man, complicated, complex and
flawed as he was, and tries to explore and illuminate how he came to be
such a hero in his own lifetime, let alone still nowadays. It is fully illustrated
with slides.

Mrs Heather Woodward is a volunteer speaker for the National Trust in the South-East of Eng-
land. This is a very large region and so she does a great deal of travelling to go to her various
venues but she finds it is always worth the effort - she loves meeting and learning from her audi-
ences. In fact, all extra information about the speaker is hardly necessary: we have seen and
heard her before and know that we may expect an interesting afternoon!

** Please take care to have some extra euros in K_our pocket, to be able to give a donation. Not
to the National Trust this time, for donations for this talk go towards the Air Ambulance Service,
which serves everyone living, working or travelling through the region.**
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Holland Festival 2010

VAN

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

General information:

The Bridge Project, the transatlantic project of
BAM in New York and The Old Vic and Neal Street
in London, is coming to Amsterdam.

Oscar winning director Sam Mendes and a stellar
cast of British and American actors explore out-
casts, power, magical lands and the nature of true
love in an intriguing pairing of two Shakespeare
plays: As You Like It and The Tempest.

Director Sam Mendes won great acclaim in his
early career for his Shakespeare productions with
the Royal Shakespeare Company before reaching
world fame with his first feature film American
Beauty. The new cast for this second year of The
Bridge Project is led by Michelle Beck, Christian
Camargo of Dexter, Tony Award-winner Stephen
Dillane (The Real Thing, The Hours), Alvin Epstein,
Ron Cephas Jones, Shakespeare actress Juliet
Rylance and Thomas Sadoski.

Its a unique opportunity to come and watch these
international award win-ning actors perform on the
stage at the Amsterdam Stadsschouwburg

Director Sam Mender and his transatlantic Bridge
Project bring one of Shakespeare's most beloved
comedies to the stage: As You Like It.

The play is set in tbefictitious forest of Arden,
where Rosalind, the heroine, discovers true love
and fulfilment in a world of/it/se ideals, hypocrisy
and self-deception.

As You Like It is written as a pastoral comedy, but
Shakespeare subtly subverts the conventions of
this genre and shows us that the idylls of the
Natural life and romantic love are not all

they're cracked up to be.

Merrill Lynch presenteert

Sam Mender and his transatlan-tic company
present The Tempest by William Shakespeare.
The story is set on a magical island where Pros
-pero, the exiled Duke ofMilan, takes revenge
on his brother Antonio who usurped his throne
twelve years hefore. Prospero unleashes a
storm with his magical powers and causes An-
tonio and his company to be shipwrecked on
the island. A number ofplots develop in which
the themes of power, deceit, love and truthful-
ness are played out, along with contemplations
of our mortality and the passing of time, to
which Prorpero’ famous words bear testament
in this, the last of Shakespeare's plays, We are
such stuff as dreams are made on'.

Details:
Wednesday 2 june 8.30 pm: As You Like It
Saturday 5 June 8.30 pm: The Tempest

Price:- a 35.
(- fd the two performances)

Tickets, information about payment and
further details can be obtained from our vi-
ce-president, Mr. Monty Kraayeveld

Tel.: 030 6076216 (office hours)

Sylvius & Phoebe in As You Like It




Next Season: a Preview

Date Speaker Subject

Sunday 26th September John Gilroy The Rime of the Ancyent Marinere
Sunday 21st November Andy Thomas Exploring Unexplained Mysteries
Sunday 13th February 2011 Florian Schweitzer Dickens in the 21st Century
Sunday 13th March 2011 John Pilkington A Stroll through the Axis of Evil
Sunday 8th May 2011 Christopher Ridgway Castle Howard and Brideshead

In principle, the Amsterdam Committee plans one event every month except July and August. The events
given are those organised by the GNE National Programme Committee and selected by the Amsterdam
Branch. Other events will be announced in the course of the season. One of them will certainly be a visit to
the Amsterdam Public Library which was originally planned for this season, but was replaced by the visit to
the Teylers Museum in Haarlem.

The venue for alll the above events wild/l be the fAKas
All events start at 3. pm

How to get to the Veranda :

Bus stop serving Connexxion lines 166 and 171 (from NS station Amsterdam Zuid WTC) and 170 and
172 (from CS). There is also a stop underneath the A10 overpass. Then you need not cross the road.

Tram lines 16 and 24 and all the aforementioned buses serve the hospital and bus 62 has a stop at about
300 m.

The venue is about 500 m from the VU academic medical centre on the right-hand side adjacent to the
offices of Boer & Croon.

Do come again and taste the coffee! There is sufficient free parking space next to the restaurant.

Money matters (it does, you know)

Members are kindly requested to pay their membership fees for the 2010-2011 season before
August 1st 2010.

The annual -fee BmBssung#B.ticket and a4 70 for a doubl
Please pay into the ING bank account nr. 4677160. of Genootschap Nederland-Engeland Afd Amster-
dam.

(As ING has changed its treatment of its acceptgiro-cards, members are kindly requested to pay their sub-
scription by electronic remittance, or by overschrijvingskaart)

Suggestions to improve this bulle- | Addresses you mig ht need; MrMontyKraayeveld
tin are very welcome . Please send | Mrs Kitty Kruijswijk-v.d. Woude (vice-chairman.)

them to: Chairman & secretary a.i. 11{5 1r e7n§{)acAhrL¢Slt(Z dam
Hette.de.boer@kpnplanet.nl. Hoge Horn 109
1506 MS Zaandam Tel.: 030 6076216 (office hours)

This Bulletin can also be downloa- | Tel.:075-6169936 |

ded from the Amsterdam page on | Email: kitty21@live.nl Vacancles: weore urgemnt

) ) one of our members willing become mem-
the GNE website: Bank account: 4677160 of ber of our Committee. For info, please

www.nederlandengeland.nl GNE Afdeling Amsterdam contact one of the Committee members




John Gilroy
The Rime of the Ancyent Marinere

"The only wonderful man | ever knew' was how Wordsworth described Samuel Taylor Coleridge on
his death in 1834. Almost 40 years previously Coleridge had written a poem which truly lends sup-
port to Wordsworth's remark. Ideas from the "Ancient Mariner' and many of its lines (‘Water, water,
everywhere, / Nor any drop to drink’; “Instead of the Cross, the Albatross / About my neck was hung’;
A sadder and a wiser man') have become a common property of the English language. The illus-
trated talk looks at the history of the poem, some of the interpretations it has been given, and offers
some reasons for its fame, popularity and endurance.

About the lecturer:

John Gilroy retired from his post as Senior Lecturer in English at Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge
in 2005, but still teaches in its department part-time. He also teaches for the University of Cambridge
Institute of Continuing Education on both its residential courses and its international summer schools
for which he is a course director.

John has lectured widely in Britain and internationally for organisations such as The English-
Speaking Union, “Inscape' Fine Art Tours and for GNE. He specialises in literature of the Romantic
period and has published on Wordsworth, Gerard Manley Hopkins and Philip Larkin. His latest book,

Andy Thomas

The Truth Agenda
Exploring Unexplained Mysteries, Global Gapeland 2012 Prophecies

In a thought-provoking presentation, Andy Thomas explores some of the most fa-
mous mysteries of recent history, finding unexpected linking threads between
them. What is the truth about UFOs, pyramids, religious apparitions, psychic phe-
nomena, visions of the future and ancient prophecies, and what is their connection
to famous conspiracy theories concerning the Moon landings, 9/11 and claims that
the world is secretly run by a powerful ruling elite..?

About the lecturer:

Andy is a leading researcher into unexplained mysteries and is the world's most prolific writer on crop cir-
cles. His many books include Vital Signs, described widely as the definitive guide to the circle phenome-
non. His newest and much acclaimed title, The Truth Agenda, explores the link between paranormal mys-
teries and global cover-ups. Andy is founder of Changing Times, which holds events on political truth and
liberty issues, and also runs Vital Signs Publishing, which produced Geoff Stray's acclaimed Beyond 2012.
He is also author of four books on his home town of Lewes. Andy extensively writes and lectures in Eng-
land and abroad, and has made numerous radio and TV appearances. UK spots have included Channel
4's Richard and Judy, BBC 2's Esther, ITV's GMTV breakfast show and BBC 1's The One Show. Andy has
also featured in television programmes as far afield as the USA, Peru, Japan, Germany, Italy and many
other countries.

The first Bulletin in our 2010 -2011 season will be published at the end of August and will give
a preview of events in the coming season.

| f you have not yet paid your membership feg¢
please do so today.




