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Dear GNE members, 

 
Just picture the scene: you step out into the morning sunshine of a glorious day in London, 
you hop on a boat quietly wending its way on the river and you take in marvellous views 
both of a historic beating heart of the City and of a breathtaking skyline of the latest (re-
)developments in the new bustling centre of all kinds of business. Time for a drink in good 
old Greenwich.  
At the end of such an ever fascinating trip you hop off in search of a traditional British 
watering hole, the pub. If you are looking for the type long regarded as the beacon of 
„Britishness‟, with a charming interior not dissimilar to your own front room, you may find it 
harder these days to find one. More 
than 2,700 pubs in Britain have been 
calling last orders for their final time 
since 2008‟s budget, causing 20,000 
job losses. It seems that today modern 
consumers are expecting more than 
the traditional pub charm and instead 
they go in for the stylish cocktail bar, 
the gastro-pub or the sophisticated 
wine bar. The price of a good pint is 
now more like the cost of liquid gold. 
Crisis or no crisis: prices along with 
times and tastes “they are a-changin'”.  
With this reminiscent picture of another London visit - who could ever quench the thirst for 
that? - you realize that it will always be hard to cater for all tastes, even in making up a 
GNE programme. For one thing, pub lovers will be satisfied with the Jill Collinge‟s March 
talk on the Origin of Pub Signs. However, it might mean only a Dutch comfort to the lover 
of Real Ale. Fortunately there is much more to choose from throughout the GNE season. 
So, to please yourself as well as your friends in our society, tick all the items on our menu, 



make a note of the dates, and we shall all have ten more rounds of „just having a good 
time‟. 
 
Programme 2009 / 2010 
Below is the overview of the lectures and events of this season. Some events that were 
unknown yet in the previous bulletin have now been confirmed and most of the venues 
have been booked. Also, the lecture of Heather Woodward was stated incorrectly in the 
last bulletin – this should be Nelson instead of Kipling.  
 
Date Event  Venue 
      
Tue. 15 Sep. Michael Daley – Holkham Hall  Agnus Dei 
Wed. 7 Oct. AGM  Deckers‟ residence 
Tue. 10 Nov. Roy Skan – The English Language, 

emphasising its debt to Dutch 
 Agnus Dei 

Fri. 11 Dec. Christmas Event  Academisch Genootschap 
Tue. 19 Jan. Gerard van der Laan – Post-modernism  Agnus Dei 
Thu. 25 Feb. John Sutton – „Paint me Warts and all‟: the 

Portraits of Oliver Cromwell 
 Agnus Dei 

Thu. 18 Mar. Jill Collinge – Time Gentlemen, Please – 
the origin of Pub Signs 

 Agnus Dei 

Wed. 21 Apr. Bob Ollis – Chinese Antiquities; the horse 
and the lady as an artefact in Ching Ming 
Chi 

 Agnus Dei 

Wed. 19 May Heather Woodward – Nelson: the Myths 
and the Truths 

 Agnus Dei 

Early  June End of Season social event  To be selected 
 
In the coming bulletins, you will find more details about these lectures and events. In this 
bulletin, the first lecture of this season: 
 

Date:  Tuesday 15 September, 20.00 hrs  
Venue: Agnus Dei, Kon. Julianalaan 12, Aalst/Waalre 
Lecture: Holkham Hall 
  by Michael Daley 

 
This lecture will cover the history 
of Holkham Hall and its 
inhabitants from Thomad Coke, 
the builder of the house, to the 
present generation. Holkham is 
one of England`s finest Palladian 
houses with an outstanding art 
collection. Designed by William 
Kent and built between 1734 and 
1764. It is the perfect English 
house from the Golden Age of the 
Grand Tour, surviving intact in its 
original setting and with the 
founding family still in 
custodianship. The talk also 

covers the founder of the family fortune Sir Edward Coke who was Elizabeth I Attorney 



General and prosecutor of Walter Raleigh and the Gunpowder plotters. Part of the talk 
covers how the house is managed in the 21st century and it`s place in the Holkham 
Estate. More information about Holkham Hall is available on www.holkham.co.uk  
Michael Daley is the Administrator at Holkham Hall. He functions in effect as the manager 
of the house. Responsible not only for safety and security of the house, its chattels and 
inhabitants, he also controls public access and undertakes specialist Private Guided Tours 
throughout the year. 
 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) + Social Evening 
Date:  Wednesday, 7 October, 20.00 hrs 
Address: Jacob Catslaan 14, Eindhoven  
  (home of Mr & Mrs Deckers, our vice-chairman) 

 
This is an excellent opportunity to meet your fellow members of GNE Eindhoven in a 
pleasant, informal setting. Of course there will be serious matters on the agenda as well. 
As usual during the AGM we shall communicate in Dutch. Therefore below the agenda for 
the meeting in Dutch: 
 

Agenda Jaarvergadering: 
 

1. opening door voorzitter 
2. ingekomen stukken of mededelingen 
3. notulen AGM 2008 
4. jaarverslagen van secretaris en penningmeester 
5. verslag kascommissie 
6. benoeming nieuwe kascommissie 
7. begroting (o.a. afdracht hoofdbestuur) 
8. contributie 
9. rooster van aftreden: de beurt is aan mevr. Françoise Deckers, dhr. Harry Kort en 

mevr. Anita van den Hurk; de laatste twee zijn bereid hun functies te continueren, 
maar mevr. Françoise Deckers heeft aangegeven te willen aftreden. Het bestuur 
heeft een passende kandidaat gevonden in mevr. Maria van der Meer, maar staat 
open voor andere kandidaten. Indien u een tegen-kandidaat wilt aanmelden, kunt u 
dit tot uiterlijk 30 september doorgeven aan de voorzitter. 

10. rondvraag en sluiting 
 
Farewell Françoise 
After twelve years of great service to our branch as vice-chairman Françoise Deckers has 
decided the time has come for her to give up her activities in the branch committee. All 

committee members have accepted her decision with some 
regret but also with deep respect. There is no doubt about it, the 
role that Françoise has played in our society is most impressive 
to all who are concerned with the well-being of GNE-Eindhoven. 
In all those years nearly ninety speakers from England must 
have been most pleasantly surprised at the warm and respectful 
welcome she has been giving them, meeting them at the station 
or at the hotel, offering them a meal as our charming and 
fascinating hostess, taking them back to their hotel after the 
lecture and even offering them her personal taxi services to the 
station the next day. Just think of the number of times we were 
all made to feel welcome at all those delightful and delicious 
garden parties in the splendid Deckers Garden and think of the 
wonderful atmosphere Françoise created time and again at the 

http://www.holkham.co.uk/


unique AGM‟s in her home. Apart from the innumerable „fingerlickingly lekkere‟ delicacies 
to which we have been treated by her (Who could ever hope to surpass Françoise‟s 
excellent „strawbs „n cream‟?), you always had that warm, hospitable feeling you 
immediately felt the moment you entered her lovely house. 
We trust that at this particular AGM and on this special occasion there will be more 
members who would like to thank her personally for her efforts and activities and who 
would like to wish her and her husband Pius well at this stage. Naturally Françoise will 
remain a member and we do hope we shall keep seeing her regularly at our events. 
 
HEX Festival in Heers (B) 
The annual festival of rare plants, roses and kitchen gardens at Kasteel HEX in Heers 
(Belgium, between Tongeren and Maastricht) will be held on Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 
September and will be open from 10.00 to 18.00. Specialist nurseries, many holding 
national collections, put their best products for sale. At the same time the public can attend 
exhibitions, demonstrations and lectures by professionals from Belgium and abroad on the 
most interesting subjects. More information can be found on: http://www.hex.be  
 
Membership fees 
We have received the membership fees from most of our members. If you have not yet 
paid your membership fee, please fill in the acceptgiro you received from our treasurer or 
remit the appropriate amount (€ 50,- for couples, € 30,- for singles or € 17,50 for students) 
to: Postbank 11.13.061, Penningmeester GNE afdeling Eindhoven, te Tilburg. 
 
We look forward to seeing many of you at this season´s events. During the previous 
season, the average turn-out was only 22 members per event, which is a little 
disappointing. Let us try to improve the average attendance this season. As you can see 
from the photograph below, taken by our chairman at the end of season event in Heeze in 
May, it really is very enjoyable! 
 
 

 
 

 
The committee are: 
Chairman: Jac van den Ende     013-4682771 Treasurer: Diny van den Ende    013-4682771 
Vice-Chairman: Françoise Deckers     040-2113493 Member:  Anita van den Hurk    0487-572771 
Secretary:      Harry Kort     040-2016203  
Website :  http://www.nederlandengeland.nl 
Postal address: GNE Eindhoven Branch: Bottelrooslaan 10,  5552 RB  VALKENSWAARD   e-mail: hkort@onsmail.nl  
Bank details: Penningm. GNE-Eindhoven, Postbank 11.13.061, TILBURG 
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